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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HARPENDEN 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Harpenden  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the 
Health  of  Harpenden  for  the  Year  1951* 

Generally  speaking,  the  health  of  Harpenden 
citizens  was  very  satisfactory.  True  we  had  one  case  of 
Diphtheria  but  that  was  a visitor  who  must  have  contracted 
the  infection  before  arrival  in  the  village.  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough  showed  a considerable  increase  on  last 
year,  but  so  far  we  have  no  means  of  controlling  these  two 
diseases.  However,  the  outlook  for  a satisfactory 
vaccine  for  whooping  cough  is  much  better  and  I am  hoping 
to  be  in  a position  to  recommend  it  very  soon. 

It  would  be  a great  mistake,  however,  to 
officially  recommend  it  until  we  are  reasonably  sure  of 
its  efficiency,  as  if  we  recommend  it,  once  it  failed,  that 
would  inevitably  tend  to  discredit  Diphtheria  immunisation 
about  which  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt. 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis. 

In  July  was  held  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Harpenden  Nursing  Association  - a fact  vdiich  I think  all 
must  regret.  it  appears  to  be  an  inevitable  result  of 
the  Welfare  State  that  such  voluntary  bodies  who  originated 
and  developed  such  essential  services  must  go.  The  old 
adage  that  he  who  pays  the  piper  calls  the  tune  may  be  sound 
but  the  effects  are  in  some  cases  by  no  means  an  unmixed 
blessing.  To  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  and  in  particular 
Mrs.  Bond,  the  most  energetic  Honorary  Secretary,  our  sincere 
thanks  are  due  for  instigating  and  building  up  such  a fine 
service. 


The  County  Council  clinics  and  residences  for 
the  two  Health  Visitors  and  two  Queens  Nurses  are  now  at 
No.  40,  Luton  Road.  The  building  has  been  altered  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  and  was  opened  by  your 
Chairman  on  2ist  February  195 2 and  I think  can  now  be 
described  as  a model  of  what  can  be  done  with  a converted 
house. 
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To  you  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen,  I wish  to 
record  my  sincere  thanks  for  all  consideration  and  help  you 
have  at  all  times  shown  me,  and  to  my  staff  I wish  to  record 
my  sincere  thanks  for  their  effort  and  conscientious 
performance  of  their  duties. 

I am  also  deeply  indebted  to  the  Chief  Clerk  and 
Secretary  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office  for  their 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  the  statistics  for  this 
report  and  for  the  many  extra  duties  carried  out  by  them 
during  the  year,  which  were  actually  outside  their 
Divisional  Health  Office  duties. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
J.C.  SLEIGH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA . 

Area  (in  acres) 

( • » 

• e 

5,157 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population 

• • 

lif,  500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books: 

Inhabited  dwelling  houses  (including  flats 
and  huts  but  excluding  caravans) . 

• • 

4-, 5 80 

Shops  with  living  accommodation 

• • 

• • 

75 

Licensed  premises  with  living  accommodation 

• • 

21f 

Rateable  Value 

• • 

• • 

£14-2,007 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

• • 

• • 

£575 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Males  Females 

Total 

Live  Births  - Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

95 

5 

90 

2 

H 

00 

vtivn 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  . • 

• • 

• 4 

15*0 

Still  Births 

2 

- 

2 

Deaths 

71 

99 

170 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population 

• « 

• • 

ii*7 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy , Childbirth,  Abortion.  . . Nil 


Rate  per  1,000  (total  live  and 
stillbirths) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year. 

• • 

- 

Mai  es 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ..  1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 
year  of  age  (all  infants 
per  1,000  live  births) 

• • 

16-0 

Neonatal  Death  Rate 

• • 

10-6 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  during  1951  was  188. 
Deaths . 

There  were  170  deaths. 


‘ 5 


C AU  SES  OF  DEATH 


Cause. 


M. 


Fo 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 
3»  Syphilitic  diseases 
4-  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 
14-  Other  lymphatic  and  malignant 

neoplasms 

15»  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
16.  Diabetes 

17 • Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 
19*  Hypertension 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23 . Pneumonia 
2 if.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 
2 7*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

33 • Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34-  All  other  accidents 
35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Totals 


1 

1 


5 5 ) 

2 ) 29  Cancer 
1 \ 

6 11  ) 

2 1 

10  17 

f \ \ 55  Heart 

8 28  ) Disease 
6 5 

2 2 

1 4- 

6 - 

1 2 

2 

1 

1 2 


3 10 
1 

1 2 


71  99 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  two  main  causes  of  death 
were  Heart  diseases  and  Cancer.  The  Registrar  General 
does  not  admit  old  age  as  a cause  of  death  but  in  fact  most 
of  the  Heart  disease  cases  could  more  accurately  be  described 
as  ,01d  Age*.  This  leaves  Cancer  as  the  greatest  single 
cause  of  death.  It  is  generally  a disease  affecting  people 
over  AO  and  has  apparently  increased  very  markedly  in  the 
last  50  years.  This  increase  must,  however,  be  related  to 
the  average  longevity  which  has  also  increased  very  markedly 
in  the  same  period.  If  no  one  lived  to  over  5°  there  would 
be  very  few  oases  of  cancer,  yet  in  the  period  1901  - 10  the 
average  age  at  death  was  only  5°  whilst  far  195°  ^ was  just 
under  JO . Obviously  the  number  of  cases  of  a disease 

chiefly  affecting  the  age  group  50  - JO  will  increase  with 
the  numbers  surviving  to  JO . 

Secondly,  diagnosis  has  become  much  more  accurate,  so 
allowing  the  true  cause  of  death  to  be  ascertained.  However, 
even  allowing  for  these  two  causes  I am  satisfied  that  cancer 
is  increasing  and  so  far  in  spite  of  a great  deal  of  research, 
no  cause  can  be  given  for  this. 

Again  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  no  Maternal 
deaths.  The  one  death  frcm  Measles  was  due  to  a rare 
complication  (Encephalitis)  which  is  nearly  always  fatal. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 

Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  now  held 
at  No.  4-0,  Luton  Road  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday 
afternoons  of  each  month  and  at  Bat ford  J.M.I.  school  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Wednesday  afternoons. 

This  arrangement  is  working  very  well.  At  Batford 
we  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  Headmaster,  Mr.  Walton,  for 
his  enthusiastic  co-operation.  The  school  buildings  were 
not  designed  for  this  purpose  and  undoubtedly  we  do  cause 
some  inconvenience  to  the  teaching  staff  but  they  on  their 
part  have  gone  out  of  their  way  to  be  helpful.  With  quite 

minor  alterations  in  the  original  layout,  the  scheme  for 
using  the  Medical  Inspection  rooms  in  schools  as  Part  III 
health  centres  can  certainly  be  implemented  with  very 
considerable  savings  in  the  overall  costs  and  this  is  being 
done  in  selected  new  schools  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 

The  Ophthalmic  clinic  is  also  held  at  No.  4-0,  Luton. 

Road  and  we  expect  to  be  able  to  open  a school  Dental  Clinic 
there  in  the  near  future. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Harpenden  Memorial  Hospital  for  the  facilities  they  placed 
at  our  disposal  for  County  Council  Clinics  for  many  years. 

These  have  now  been  moved  to  No.  4-0,  Luton  Road  and  the  premises 
vacated  at  the  Hospital  made  available  for  outpatients. 


National  Health  Service  Act. 

The  Divisional  Administration  of  the  health  services 
administered  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  the  County 
Council,  continues  to  work  very  smoothly  and  an  increasing 
amount  of  detailed  administration  is  being  passed  out  to 
Divisional  Health  Offices  from  Hertford.  I need  only 
mention  the  Home  Help  service,  Ambulance  service  and 
supervision  of  County  Council  cars. 

The  records  available  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
on  Local  Health  Authority  work  are  of  the  greatest  value  to 
me  in  my  local  Sanitary  Authority  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
work  especially  in  what  is  my  most  difficult  job,  assessing 
medical  points  for  housing  applications. 
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It  will  "be  noticed  that  the  calls  on  the  Ambulance 
Service  are  again  up.  Every  endeavour  is  made  to  check 
abuse  of  this  service  but  there  would  appear  to  be  at  least 
an  equally  strong  case  for  imposing  a charge  for  the  use  of 
an  ambulance  as  there  is  for  the  imposition  of  a charge  for 
prescriptions  etc.  which  has  just  come  into  force. 

I do  not  suggest  the  full  cost  being  recovered  but  a 
charge  of  say  5°^  above  what  it  would  oost  for  the  journey 
by  bus  and  train  would,  I feel  sure,  considerably  lower  the 
demands  made  on  this  service. 

Ambulance  Service. 

I am  indebted  to  Divisional  Officer  R.  Hughes  for  the 
following  information: - 

The  following  statistics  show  once  again  an  increase 
in  calls  over  the  previous  year.  There  has  been  no  increase 
in  establishment  of  personnel  and  vehicles,  although  several 
new  men  have  been  recruited  to  replace  men  who  have  left  the 
Service. 

In  August  1951 » the  scheme  for  the  control  of  ambulances 
and  cars  by  radio  was  put  into  operation.  The  approximate 

working  range  is  between  twenty  and  thirty  miles  and  it  is 
often  possible  to  contact  vehicles  delivering  patients  in 
London  and  direct  them  to  other  Hospitals  etc.  before  they 
return  to  their  Home  stations. 

The  master  station  for  the  West  Division  is  installed 
at  St.  Albans,  working  at  100  watts  power,  and  each  time  an 
ambulance  leaves  its  station  it  reports  its  movements  to  the 
Control.  The  vehicle  can  then  be  redirected  as  required  by 
radio. 

Substantial  savings  in  time  and  mileage  have  been 
possible,  and  the  usefulness  of  radio  contact  for  checking 
addresses,  receiving  information  of  accidents  and  obtaining 
other  vital  guidance  is  obvious.  Without  the  introduction 
of  wireless  control,  it  is  evident  that  the  Service  would 
have  reached  breaking  point  and  even  with  its  advent  the 
increase  in  work  has  made  things  such  that  the  Service  is 
constantly  operating  at  very  high  pressure.  There  is  a 
saving  in  mileage  of  something  of  the  order  of  1,000  miles 
per  week  in  this  Division  and  vehicles  are  redirected  over 
a hundred  times  each  week  to  deal  with  additional  cases  or 
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diverted  from  routine  calls  to  energencies. 

Summary  of  Calls, 

Accidents,  Sudden  Illness.  Removals . Maternity.  Total. 

69  51  2 ,675  55  2,808 

Maternity  Cases. 

The  proportion  of  such  cases  entering  hospital  for 
their  confinement  is  much  too  high.  Having  a baby  is  not 
a disease  but  a perfectly  natural  process  which  does  not 
require  hospital  treatment.  There  may  be  medical  or 
social  reasons  requiring  the  case  to  be  admitted  to  hospital 
and  such  cases  should  of  course  be  admitted,  but  no  one  will 
pretend  that  all  the  218  admissions  required  hospital 
treatment.  Yet  there  is  a direct  financial  inducement 
under  the  National  Health  Service  for  patients  to  enter 
hospital  rather  than  have  their  confinement  at  home.  They 
have  ten  to  fourteen  days  free  board  and  lodging  and  in  many 
cases  no  home  help  to  pay  whereas  a home  confinement  means 
food,  extra  laundry  and  payment  of  a home  help.  I understand 
that  a lesser  payment  to  the  patient  is  to  be  introduced  if 
the  confinement  is  in  hospital  but  I suggest  that  the  proper 
course  is  for  all  cases  (maternity  and  others)  to  be  charged 
their  board  and  lodging  whilst  in  hospital.  Any  case  unable 
to  pay  should  be  charged  by  the  Hospital  Board  to  Public 
Assistance. 

Hospitals . 

The  Harpenden  Memorial  Hospital  forms  part  of  the 
Luton  and  Hitchin  Group  administered  by  the  Management 
Committee  under  the  North-West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Four  House  Committees  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Management  Committee,  one  of  which  is  concerned  with  this 
Hospital  and  for  this  purpose,  the  Hospital  is  linked  with 
Welwyn  and  Stevenage. 

Statistics . 


Year  ended  December  1951* 


Number  of  beds 

Surgical  and 
Mat ernity 

Medical 

• • 

18 

11 

29 

Admissions  - 

Surgical  and 
Maternity 

Medical 

• • 

555 

218 

571 
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Number  of  Births 

Number  of  In-Patient  days 
Out-Patients : 

Physiotherapy 

Casualty 

Specialist  Consultations 


- Live 

• • 

204- 

Still 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

6,73  o 

- New  Patients. 

912 

Attendances. 

10,150 

- New  Patients. 

k&o 

Attendances. 

665 

“*  • t • • 

253 

School  Medical  Service. 

Parents  take  an  active  interest  in  Medical  Examinations 
and  at  the  great  majority  of  routine  inspections  a parent  is 
present. 

Pes  Plano-Valgus  is  a common  foot  defect  which,  however, 
appears  to  cause  very  little  disability  at  this  agej  among 
the  older  school  children  it  is  common  in  boys. 

Genu-Valgus  is  frequently  found  in  the  five-year  olds 
but  seldom  in  the  older  age  groups. 

Hallux-Valgus  is  not  often  seen  below  the  age  of  eleven, 
but  is  frequently  found  in  older  girls,  probably  due  to 
unsuitably  shaped  shoes j on  enquiring,  the  mothers  of  these 
girls  are  often  found  to  suffer  from  "bunions". 

Over-riding  toes  are  also  relatively  frequent  but  cause 
little  disability. 

Among  posture  defects,  round  shoulders  without  bony 
deformity  are  far  too  common,  even  among  the  youngest 
childrenj  at  the  school  leaving  age,  the  girls  take  more 
care  in  their  appearance  and  carry  themselves  better  than 
the  boys,  who  are  frequently  very  round  shouldered.  pigeon 
chest  is  more  commonly  found  in  boys  and  is  often  associated 
with  small  chest  expansion  anl  poorly  developed  musculature 
generally. 

Persistent  mouth  breathing  is  far  too  common,  especially 
among  younger  boys. 
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The  rate  of  provision  of  spectacles  has  been  greatly- 
speeded  up  and  it  is  now  only  a matter  of  a few  weeks; 
unfortunately  it  is  often  found  at  follow-ups  that  the 
children  are  not  wearing  their  spectacles,  generally  because 
they  have  forgotten  to  bring  them  to  school. 

Verminous  conditions  are  rarely  found. 

The  general  standard  of  health  and  nutrition  was  good. 

A few  cases  of  malnutrition  were  seen,  but  these  often 
refused  to  have  school  lunches,  preferring  to  go  home  for  a 
mid-day  meal  of  bread  and  jam  or  other  carbohydrates. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Sisters  are  available  for  all 
cases  of  domiciliary  nursing  which  includes  Midwifery  and 
General  Nursing  and  in  all  cases  where  there  is  illness  in 
the  home  where  a request  is  made  personally  or  at  the  request 
of  the  Doctor  in  attendance. 

All  notifications  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  and 
diseases  where  skilled  nursing  is  particularly  necessary 
are  passed  on  at  once  to  the  District  Nurse  so  that  if  she 
has  not  already  been  called  in  she  can  offer  her  services. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council  and  provides  domestic  help  for  households 
where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any 
person  who  is  ill,  lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally 
defective,  aged  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Education  Act  194-4- 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  Home  Helps,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  limit  the  time  given  to  any  one  household  to 
20  hours  per  week  except  for  the  first  week  after  a 
confinement  and  for  other  cases  only  in  the  most  exceptional 
circumstances  can  20  hours  be  exceeded.  Naturally  the  demand 
for  Home  Helps  is  most  acute  in  January  to  March  - the  time 
when  the  incidence  of  illness  in  the  population  is  highest, 
but  equally  so,  the  incidence  of  illness  amongst  the  Home 
Helps  is  also  highest  then,  thereby  accentuating  the  shortage 
of  Home  Helps  just  at  the  time  when  they  are  most  needed. 

The  Organiser  who  is  a member  of  the  Divisional  Health 
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Department  Staff  receives  requests  from  Doctors,  Health 
Visitors,  Midwives,  Hospital  Almoners  and  Welfare 
Organisations.  No  one  is  denied  help  on  financial  grounds 
and  every  case  can  be  assessed  according  to  the  family 
income . 


If  the  patient  considers  the  charge  to  be  beyond  what 
he/she  can  afford  to  pay,  an  appeal  can  be  made  to  County 
Hall.  This  is  passed  to  me  and  I advise  a member  of  the 
County  Health  Committee  who  has  the  power  to  vary  the 
assessment  if  he  thinks  fit.  Your  Chairman,  County 
Alderman  Putterill  has  had  this  difficult  and  by  no  means 
pleasant  duty  to  perform  on  many  occasions. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  are  2 Health  Visitors  in  the  area.  They  are 
employed  for  the  visiting  of  persons  in  their  homes  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  case  of  young  children, 
old  persons,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant 
or  nursing  mothers,  and  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

Day  Nurseries. 


There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  Harpenden. 


SECTION  C . 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA* 


Water. 


The  Public  Water  Supply  is  provided  by  the  Harpenden 
Water  Company  from  boreholes  at  Shakespeare  Road  and  East 
Hyde,  both  fairly  near  the  River  Lee  which  is  well  known  to 
be  highly  polluted  with  sewage.  The  water  is  therefore 
chlorinated,  a very  necessary  precaution,  but  we  do  get  a 
fair  number  of  complaints  regarding  taste.  Whether  in 
fact  these  complaints  of  taste  are  all  due  to  chlorine  in 
the  water  is  highly  doubtful  but  there  can  be  no  question  of 
stopping  chlorination  of  a water  supply  derived  from  an  area 
so  near  a known  heavily  polluted  stream  such  as  the  River  Lee. 

It  is  of  course  possible  to  de-chlorinate  the  water 
after  allowing  a proper  period  of  contact  with  the  chlorine 
to  ensure  the  death  of  all  harmful  bacteria,  but  this  involves 
a big  expenditure  which  even  if  it  was  allowed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  present  national  circumstances  would,  of  course, 
put  up  the  cost  to  consumers  very  considerably. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.E.  Stopher,  the  Council’s 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following  details; - 

The  total  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  the  Sewage 
Works  was  222, 7^3 >000  gallons  compared  with  2L4-,  159,000 
gallons  in  19 50. 

The  rainfall  was  51*^1  inches  compared  with  Jl. Ilf 
inches  in  1950. 

In  July  a contract  was  entered  into  with  E.C.  & 
P.H.  Jarvis  Ltd.  for  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  Works 
from  515 t 000  gallons  per  day  to  700,000  gallons  per  day. 
The  work  includes 

(a)  Installation  of  Comminutors  to  deal  with 
screenings. 

(b)  Provision  of  two  new  sedimentation  tanks. 

(c)  New  dosing  chambers  and  humus  tanks. 


(d)  Reconstruction  of  existing  filters  and  pumping 
station  to  double  capacity  by  using  double 
alternating  filtration. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  but  tine  contract  is  not 
expected  to  be  completed  before  1953* 

Public  Baths . 

There  are  no  public  baths. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

Rehousing  is  still  the  greatest  problem  confronting 
the  Council.  The  points  scheme  is  in  use  and  in  addition 
all  certificates  from  medical  practitioners  requesting 
priority  for  any  of  their  patients  are  submitted  to  me  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I have  the  power  to  allocate 
additional  points  on  medical  grounds  without  disclosing  my 
reasons  for  doing  so.  In  extreme  cases  I also  have  the 
power  of  giving  absolute  priority  but  this  power  I am  very 
unwilling  to  use  as,  of  course,  if  this  power  were  abused 
it  would  ruin  the  whole  points  scheme  with  which  I am 
completely  in  favour. 

The  duty  thus  imposed  on  me  is  a very  difficult  one 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  on  occasions  I shall  make  mistakes 
but  I can  assure  the  Council  that  I shall  do  my  utmost  to 
make  their  housing  scheme  work  as  fairly  as  humanly  possible, 
bearing  in  mind  the  very  large  and  urgent  demand  for  houses. 

Points  are  allotted  independently  of  me  for  such 
conditions  as  overcrowding.  I therefore  never  give  points 
for  conditions  which  already  attract  points  under  the  Housing 
points  scheme. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ..  .. 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ..  ••  7 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 


(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  . . 154- 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ..  ..  ..  ••  552 


(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (i)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations  19 25  ••  •• 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  . . . . 


22 

32 


• • 


• • 


(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ..  22 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notice; 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 

rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  . . . . . . 5° 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  l6  of 

the  Housing  Act  1936: - 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  . • . . . . - 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ..  ..  . . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  . . . . . . 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . 5° 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ..  ..  ..4- 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  . . . . . . 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

I would  refer  to  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's 
report.  Undoubtedly  the  new  food  byelaws  are  having  some 
effect  and  a considerable  improvement  has  taken  place. 

A further  public  meeting  was  held  after  consulting 
the  trade  as  to  day  and  time,  when  the  film  "Another  case  of 
Poisoning"  was  shown  and  I gave  a talk  on  clean  food  handling, 
but  the  attendance  was  again  very  poor. 

We  have  provided  notices  "FOOD  STORE  - Dogs  not 
admitted"  to  be  displayed  in  food  shops,  with  very  good 
co-operation  from  the  traders.  Incidently  this  was  done 
before  the  Ministry  of  Health  circular  was  issued. 

Ice  Cream. 


The  samples  of  ice  cream  we  have  taken  throughout 
the  year  have  shown  a very  marked  improvement  on  previous 
years  and  it  is  now  rare  for  us  to  find  a sample  in  Grade  if  or 
if  it  does  occur  it  is  only  an  isolated  one. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1951* 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 
year  " ‘ — 


Disease. 


Total  Cases.  Deaths. 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Malaria 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  •• 

Whooping  Cough 
Measles  . . 

Dysentery 

Infective  Hepatitis  •• 

Undulant  Fever  • • 


1 

7 

5 

3 

k 


12k 

318 

2 

k 


Smallpox;  There  were  no  cases  during  1951* 


Vaccination: 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-Vaccinated) 

during  19 51 » 


Age  at  31st  December : Under  1 1-3  $-14  13  and  Total 

over 

Number  Vaccinated  lif5  18  l^f  16  1^1 

Number  re-Vaccinated  - 2 52  5^ 

The  total  births  was  188,  so  that  JQ%  of  these  were 
vaccinated  - a very  high  figure. 

Number  of  cases  specially  reported  during  period  - Nil. 

Diphtheria:  One  case  was  notified  during  the  year  - a 
visitor.  The  case  was  a mild  one  with  no  history  of 

having  been  immunised.  From  the  dates  of  arrival  in 
Harpenden  and  onset  of  the  disease,  it  was  apparent  that 
infection  did  not  occur  in  Harpenden. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation: 


Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  Private  Practitioners 
and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 


The  following  figures  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Divisional  Health  Office 


No.  of  children  who  completed  a 
Pull  Course  for  Primary 
Immunisation  in  the  Authority^ 
Area  (including  temporary 
residents)  in  1951* 


Total  No.  of  children 
who  were  given  a 
secondary  or  reinforcing 
injection  (i.e.  subsequent 
to  Full  Course). 


Age  at  date  of  Final  Injection 
Under  5.  5 - 14-  Total 

165  8 173  90 

The  number  of  births  was  188  so  that  the  percentage 
immunised  before  the  age  of  five  was  87* 7 » a very  satisfactory 
figure,  due  to  the  personal  advice  of  Doctors,  Health  Visitors 
and  Nurses. 


Poliomyelitis : No  cases  were  notified  during  1951* 
Tuberculosis : 

Cases  on  Register  as  at  jls'k  December,  1951* 
Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonar  y Totals 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

27  (29)  18  (18)  4.  (6)  6 (8)  55  (61) 

Figures  as  at  51sf  December  195°  are  in  brackets. 
There  was  only  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  during  the 

year. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department  for  the  year  1951* 

In  doing  so  I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  afforded  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  throughout  the  year  and  my  thanks 
to  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  performance  of 
duties. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


General  Sanitation. 


Public  Health  Acts  - 

primary  inspections 

154- 

re-inspections 

198 

Cesspools 

• • 

. . ^ 5 

Disinfection 

• « 

9 

Disinfestation 

• • 

25 

Drainage 

• • 

658 

Factories 

• • 

66 

Housing  Act 

O 0 

. . 4-0 

Infectious  Disease 

• • 

35 

Movable  Dwellings 

• 0 

92 

Outworkers 

• • 

. . 6 

Public  Conveniences 

• • 

3 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

. . 14- 

Rodent  Control 

• • 

..  2,863 

Rivers  and  Streams 

• • 

. • 8 

Shops  Acts 

• • 

. . 4*5 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

• • 

. . 16 

Water  Supplies 

• • 

. . 15 

Smoke  Observations 

• • 

. • 5 

Swimming  Baths 

• • 

. . 18 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

• o 

219 

k-,  532 

* Includes  2,518  visits  made  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operative. 
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Food  Hygiene. 


Bakehous  es 

• • 

• • 

4-2 

Butchers  Shops 

• • 

• • 

144 

Dairies 

• • 

• • 

4-3 

Foods hops  and  Stalls 

• • 

• • 

299 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

• • 

• • 

159 

Restaurants 

• • 

• • 

76 

Milk  distributors  - 

Sampling 

112 

Licensed  premises 

• • 

• • 

1 

Watercress  Beds 

• • 

o • 

5 

S 1 aught erhous es 

• • 

• • 

4- 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

• • 

• • 

15 

878 

The  total  of  inspections 

(5,4-10) 

shows  a 

considerable  increase  on  the  figures  of  3,505  in  195° 
and  1,34.1  in  194-9  and  represents  the  first  complete  year 
of  work  sinoe  my  appointment  in  June  195 °*  X stress 

the  importance  of  systematic  and  regular  inspection  in 
maintaining  standards  and  improving  conditions  in  all 
premises  subject  to  Public  Health  Legislation. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Complaints. 

During  the  year  205  complaints  were  received  and 
dealt  with;  85  of  these  were  regarding  infestations  by 
rats  and  mice. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 


Nine  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease  with  proprietory  formaldehyde  prepara- 
tions and  liquid  disinfectants. 

During  the  year  five  properties  were  cleansed 
and  disinfested  using  liquid  insecticides,  powders  and 
other  D.D.T.  preparations. 

The  department  was  called  upon  to  destroy  wasps* 
nests  at  sixteen  premises. 
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Drainage. 


All  alterations,  adaptations  and  repairs  to  existing 
drainage  systems  are  supervised  by  the  Department. 

The  testing  of  drainage  systems  as  a result  of 
complaint  or  infestation  by  rats  revealed  the  existence  of 
defeots  in  drainage  systems  at  63  properties.  All  repairs 
were  effected  by  the  owner  after  service  of  44  informal 
notices  and  2 statutory  notices. 

To  ensure  that  drains  are  properly  constructed, 
repaired  or  altered  in  accordance  with  good  sanitary 
practice,  it  is  essential  that  builders  comply  with  the 
terms  of  section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  and  give 
due  notification  of  their  intention  to  perform  such  work. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that,  generally,  a close  co-operation 
is  maintained  between  builders  and  the  Department.  During 
the  year,  658  inspections  of  drains  and  drainage  works  were 
performed. 

The  drainage  systems  of  Jk  new  houses  constructed 
during  the  year  were  connected  to  the  sewer.  In  addition, 
one  new  house  was  drained  to  a cesspool  and  one  to  an 
individual  treatment  plant. 

Cesspools : 

The  use  of  cesspools  at  J properties  was 
discontinued  during  the  year  on  connection  of  the 
drainage  systems  to  the  sewer. 


Emptying  Service: 

The  Council  bear  the  cost  of  one  emptying 
of  a cesspool  each  year  for  premises  that  are  not 
within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  Council’s  sewers. 
This  work  is  undertaken  by  a firm  of  contractors  who 
during  the  year  carried  out  56  emptyings. 

Factories  Acts  193 7 and  194-8. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered 
factories  within  the  district,  the  number  of  inspections , 
and  details  of  defects 
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Premises . 


Number  on  Register,  inspections. 


Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4- 
and  6 are  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Factories  not  included 
above  in  which  section 
7 is  enforced. 


Defects. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l. ) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(s.70 

Outworkers : 

Nature  of  Work. 

Wearing  apparel  - making 
etc . 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 
of  paper 

Brush  Making 

Stuffed  Toys 


21 

21 

44 

65 

66 

mm  mm 

Number 

Referred  by 

found. 

Remedied. H.  M.  Inspector 

2 

3 l 

1 

1 1 

Number. 

• • 

. . 2 

• i 

1 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 

6 

Movable  Dwellings. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  use  of  trailer 
caravans  as  a means  of  habitation  during  the  year.  At  the 
end  of  1950,  20  licences  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
section  269  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  were  in  force 
authorising  the  use  of  these  dwellings.  At  the  end  of 


1951  > this  number  had  increased  to  24-.  No  licences 

authorising  the  use  of  sites  for  caravans  were  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  this  section.  Such  licensing  was, 
however,  covered  by  the  provisions  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act  194-7* 

Adequate  sanitary  accommodation,  suitable  drainage, 
satisfactory  refuse  accommodation  and  water  supply  are 
required  for  each  dwelling.  No  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  found  as  a result  of  92  inspections. 

Milford  Estate. 


The  Council  own  a site  for  twenty  caravans  at  the 
above  Estate.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  11  sites  were  let 
and  occupied. 

Notices. 

The  following  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 
Compliance  with  notices  was  effected  without  recourse  to 
legal  proceedings. 

Statutory  Notices: 

Section  95,  Public  Health  Act  1956. 

Notices  served  . . 4- 

Complied  with  by  owners  . . 4- 

Section  59 > Public  Health  Act  1936. 


Notices  served  • . 1 

Complied  with  by  owners  . . 1 

Informal  Notices: 

Notices  served  ..  98 

Complied  with  by  owners  • . 87 

Rodent  Control. 

Following  a report  at  the  end  of  195°>  it  was 
decided  to  commence  a free  control  service  to  private 
premises  as  from  1st  April  19 51  and  to  continue  with  the 
system  of  inclusive  charges  or  contracts  for  treatments 
carried  out  at  business  premises.  The  inclusive  charge 
covers  the  cost  of  labour,  materials  and  administration  on 
an  hourly  basis. 
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Eighty-three  complaints  concerning  infestations  by  rats 
and  mice  were  received  and  dealt  with,  resulting  in  the 
treatment  of  152  properties.  For  this  purpose,  2,863  visits 
were  made,  9 2 dead  rats  were  found  and  it  was  estimated  that 
1,838  rats  were  destroyed.  This  work  increased  considerably 
in  con£)arison  with  195°*  partly  due  to  the  willingness  of  the 
residents  to  notify  the  existence  of  infestations  as  a result 
of  the  institution  of  a free  service  and  partly  due  to  the 
increased  mobility  of  the  operative.  The  results  are  an 
obvious  reduction  in  the  rat  population  and  a more  effective 
control  of  infestations. 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Operative  (Mr.  F.T.  George) 
for  this  work  trained  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  Scheme. 

Sewers : 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  a ten  per  cent 
test  of  sewer  manholes  and  two  treatments  of  infested 
sewers  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  5°  nianholes 
were  test  baited  and  8 found  to  be  infested.  15^ 
manholes  were  baited  during  the  two  treatments,  68  were 
found  to  be  infested  during  the  summer  treatment  and  3^ 
during  the  winter  treatment.  Every  treatment  was 
investigated,  a connection  between  the  surface  and  the 
sewers  established  in  most  instances  and  repairs  effected 
to  house  drainage  systems. 

Council  Properties; 

Careful  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Depots  and 
Stores  was  maintained  during  the  year  and  any  infestation 
of  the  Sewage  Works  and  Refuse  Tip  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Manager . 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  control  of  Mosquito  breeding  in  the  River  Lee  was 
effected  to  some  extent  with  liquid  insecticides. 

Shops. 


There  are  188  retail  shops  in  the  district.  The 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  1950  were  administered  and  if 5 
visits  were  made  for  the  purpose. 
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Water  supply* 


One  routine  water  sample  was  taken  from  the  mains 
supply  and  submitted  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association, 
London,  W.C.,  for  chemical  examination  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  Eleven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Luton,  for  bacteriological  examination. 
These  reports  showed  the  water  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Ten  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  free  chlorine  estimation  and  in  no  case  was  the  amount 
found  excessive. 

Under  the  requirements  of  the  Water  Act  194*5 > ‘the 
installation  of  a piped  water  supply  was  completed  in  fourteen 
premises. 


CONTROL  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 


Meat  Inspection. 


All  home  killed  meat  consumed  in  this  district  is 
inspected  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Luton  by 
the  Borough*  s Officers. 

The  following  meat  and  meat  products  were  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  premises  in  Harpenden 
during  the  year: 


Rabbits 

. . 60 

lbs  (1  case) 

Imported  Beef  . . 

. . 20 

lbs 

Home  Killed  Beef 

lbs 

Venison 

..  2} 

lbs 

Boiling  Fowl  . . 

1 

Bovine  Lungs 

. . 28 

lbs 

Tinned  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

..  72 

tins 

Meat  Paste 

. . 1 

jar 

Other  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  destruction  or  salvage  was  arranged: 

Fruit,  fish,  milk,  jam, 


soup  and  vegetables..  ..  2^1  tins 

Cake  . . . . . . 26  lbs 

Cheese  ..  ..  . . 19  lbs 

Eggs  . . . . . . 21A 

Flour  . . . . . . JO  lbs 

Jellies  ..  ..  ..  6 doz 
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Food  Premises. 


Byelaws  with  respect  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air  were 
adopted  by  the  Council  and  became  effective  on  24-th  July 
1950. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  improving  the 
structural  condition,  facilities,  methods  of  handling  and 
protection  of  food  in  retail  shops,  food  preparing  premises 
and  restaurants.  35  notices  were  served  to  enforce  the 
requirements  of  section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1958 
and  necessary  work  was  completed  at  }0  premises. 

A summary  of  defects  remedied  and  improvements 
effected  is  set  out  in  the  following  table: 


Hot  water  heaters  installed  ..  22 
Sinks  and  washbasins  installed  . . 15 
Food  rooms  redecorated  ..  15 
Defective  structures  repaired  ..  2 
Premises  cleansed  . . 4- 
W.C.  accommodation  provided  ..  J 
W.C.  accommodation  improved  ..  4- 
Refuse  storage  bins  provided  . . 9 
Ventilation  improved  ..  1 
Insanitary  urinals  removed  . . 1 
Defective  drains  repaired  ..  2 


878  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises, 
particular  attention  being  given  to  cleanliness,  water 
closet  and  washing  facilities  for  the  staff  and  protection 
of  food  from  contamination. 

Ten  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages  and  two  for  the  preparation 
and  sale  of  fried  fish  and  potatoes. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  29  registered  retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the 
district.  Two  retailers  also  registered  as  manufacturers 
discontinued  making  ice  cream  during  the  year  and  the 
registration  of  their  premises  for  that  purpose  Was  cancelled. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  manufacturer’s  premises 
remained  on  the  register. 

A number  of  ice  cream  vehicles  come  into  the  district 
from  neighbouring  towns.  Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold 
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from  these  vehicles  is  pre-packed.  A measure  of  control 
of  these  vehicles  is  provided  hy  the  byelaws  with  respect 
to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  the  Open  Air. 

With  regard  to  barrows  and  handcarts,  as  previously 
reported,  the  following  interpretation  of  Article  5 of  the 
Heat  Treatment  Regulations  194-7  was  adopted  by  resolution  of 
the  Council  to  take  effect  from  January  12th  194-8: 

1.  All  barrows,  handcarts  etc.  shall  be  roofed  over 
and  fitted  with  side  screens,  leaving  back  and 
front  open  for  serving. 

2.  Biscuit  containers  shall  be  covered. 

3.  Utensils  shall  be  kept  in  water  which  shall  be 
frequently  changed. 

4-  Soap,  towel  and  water  shall  be  provided  on  the 
barrow  for  use  by  the  vendor. 

N.B.  These  provisions  are  restricted  to  vehicles 
from  which  loose  ice  cream  is  sold. 

It  was  found  possible  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure 
to  effectively  control  sales  from  handcarts  and  barrows  of 
vendors  who  were  not  registered  by  this  Authority.  Ice  cream 
sold  in  the  streets  and  on  the  Common  was  consequently  confined 
to  the  pre-packed  varieties  or,  when  loose,  from  vehicles 
complying  with  the  Council’s  requirements. 

86  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  giving  results  as  follows: 


Type  of  Sample 

Grade 

Total 

1 2 

l 

if 

Loose 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Pre-packed  .. 

4-7  27 

it 

_5 

8 3 

Totals 

75 

11 

86 

sa 

BSE 

SEB 

N.B.  Samples 

in  Grades 

5 1 

and 

2 are 

considered  satisfactory. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 


There  are  in  the  district  six  registered  distributors  of 
milk  and  three  registered  dairies.  Of  the  six  distributors, 
two  hold  Dealers'  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and 
Pasteurised  milk,  one  holds  supplementary  licences  to  sell 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  Pasteurised  milk,  one  holds  a 
supplementary  licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  and  the 
remaining  two  hold  licences  to  sell  Sterilised  milk.  All 
milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  either  Pasteurised  or 
Tuberculin  Tested. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district,  licenced 
by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council. 

Constant  supervision  of  milk  supplies  was  maintained  and 
the  following  sanples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority: 


Type  of  Milk 

Number 

examined 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ungraded 

38 

22 

16 

Pasteurised 

■4-6 

4-4- 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

36 

36 

- 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

11 

11 

131 

113 

18 

ass 

sss 

as 

(b)  By  the  County  Council: 

Pasteurised  (School)  J 6 1 


The  ungraded  samples  shown  above  were  taken  from  producers  f 
churns  on  arrival  at  a registered  dairy  and  sixteen  of  these 
gave  unsatisfactory  results.  The  County  Milk  Regulations 
Officer  was  notified  of  these  failures  to  enable  him  to  take 
appropriate  action  at  the  place  of  production. 


HOUSING. 

The  condition  of  working  class  property  in  the  district 
is  reasonably  good  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to 


30 


re-cammence  systematic  house  to  house  inspections.  Defects 
causing  dampness,  defective  drainage  and  items  of  disrepair 
were  dealt  with  hy  informal  and  formal  notice. 

Fourteen  cottages  were  inspected  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act  and  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations 

1925  and  1952. 

The  Council  purchased  a block  of  nine  cottages  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  future  letting.  Of  eleven  similar 
cottages  purchased  in  19A7  and  19 > only  two  remained  occupied 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  tenants  of  the  other  cottages 
having  been  re-housed  by  the  Council.  A scheme  is  under 
consideration  for  the  demolition  of  the  cottages  and  redevelop- 
ment of  the  site. 


Housing  Management. 

The  Council  now  own  $61  permanent  houses,  69  emergency 
hutted  dwellings  and  25  prefabricated  bungalows,  making  a 
total  of  655  housing  units.  In  addition,  the  management  of 
70  houses  belonging  to  a Workmenfs  Housing  Association  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Department. 

The  recording  and  investigation  of  applications  for 
housing  accommodation,  involving  the  operation  of  a points 
scheme,  the  management  and  maintenance  of  all  properties,  the 
supervision  of  maintenance  work  by  direct  labour  staff  and  by 
Contractors,  the  costing  of  repairs,  and  liaison  between  the 
Council  and  Public  Utility  undertakings,  give  an  outline  of 
the  duties  entailed  in  this  connection. 

During  the  year,  the  following  visits  and  inspections 
were  made  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  housing  manage- 
ment; 


To  applicants  ..  ..  188 

Maintenance  ..  ..  1 ,172 

Administration  ..  ..  282 

Tenancies  . • . . 119 

Sighty-four  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year  as 

f oil  ows ; 

Couples  with  no  children  ..  21 

Couples  with  children  ..  6} 


Thirty-nine  families  were  rehoused  in  temporary  hutted 
ac  c ommodat i on . 
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A summary  of  applicants  on  the  housing  and  building 
licence  lists  as  at  31st  December  1951  is  set  out  below: 


Housing  Applicants  Active  list 

Deferred  list 

Total 

Married  couples  with 

children 

151 

56 

207 

Married  couples 

119 

57 

156 

Engaged  couples 

64- 

6 

70 

Single  persons 

28 

10 

58 

Others 

7 

1 

8 

■ — 

— 

— 

Totals: 

569 

110 

4-79 

— 

mmm 

... 

Aged  Persons  Active  list 

Deferred  list 

Total 

Single  persons 

19 

- 

- 

Married  couples 

9 

- 

— 

Others 

2 

— 

— 

— . 

— — 

Totals  ; 

50 

- 

- 

— 

sa 

am 

Building  Licence  Active  list 

Applicants 

Deferred  list 

Total 

Married  couples  with 

children 

90 

- 

- 

Married  couples 

70 

- 

— 

Engaged  couples 

12 

— 

— 

Single  persons 

if 

- 

— 

Others 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals : 

1 77 

- 

— 

sss 

aa 

sa 

The  time  necessarily 

devoted 

to  interviews  by  the 

Department  was  considerable  and  applicants  are  assured  the 
circumstances  brought  to  our  notice  are  fully  appreciated 
and  due  consideration  is  given  to  the  facts  of  each  case 
before  reference  to  the  Housing  Committee. 


52 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS . 


The  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 
are  administered  "by  the  Department.  Nineteen  occupiers 
of  filling  stations,  repair  garages  and  other  premises  are 
licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  and,  in  addition,  two 
hold  licences  to  store  Calcium  Carbide. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W. G.  COKER, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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